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JAMES EARL RAY SPEAKS - EXCLUSIVE 
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-3*7 you Uc. taped o: 

,^i *• r .SI?l!Pi!!?.dW!Pl - - -. w m JIBIWlllPjlBPIIBP MM P 

Yes, , I most, likely would have (gotten regular work ) . •' In fact. -- "t 
fore I got arrested in Missouri, I'd been in Canada, trying to • 

v- V,t ‘ i • * . .e' *• •• Vi* . • •/ .V. : * •• • ' . . . - •'Vurjt. . *.• 

I there. It's ‘less hand ican 1 -f vnn onn unrV in’ O _ ...1 : ' "3 . - 
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years later, in 1977* he was , to., escape briefly from Brushy Mountain - 
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over a. wall.) But actually I went out in a bread truck. There was a ‘ 
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eeuple oi' convicts out there, no guards out there (around the prison 
bakery). V ". V ' 1. ' 

* * V!** *\ * *\ * - 

MOSS.I Would you say somebody secreted you into a big bread box, 

-a’ * ... . * * * 

% 

or would you rather not go into it? 

MX 1 Oh* it was a box* maybe 6 by 6 (feet) 

’ .. . • \ ^ • v ;• . . J f 

. MOSS i You curled up in it? r. 
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1 but it ' s not necessary - 
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'v " have somebody I knew — ' 

■ .. • • ■ ■ ' ■ ....... if ■ 

MOSSj —do you a -favor.' So you “had $250 on you 'to get out in the-^J"'^ 
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stopped, I just jumped out the back' and got away, like I was waving It 

off. I went. down a gravel road opposite where he was turning in at. 

■ • • . 

I wanted to know Ray's .opinion of the man he was supposed to have 
murdered. t ; • • . . ; 
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MOSS.I Personally, what did you think about Martin Luther King?' 

« *. i .'i f « * I * • » 
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RAY i I didn't think about him. I probably knew he existed but, 
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well, I was in the penitentiary. (Author* George) McMillan, in one of 

♦ * ' . 4 i * ' ^ ' 

his articles he said I used to see Martin Luthez* King on TV and I'd 
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chew on bars; and say, ."Somebody's got to get him," and all that. So' 
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they started investigating that .and they found out there was no TV 
in Missouri prison while I was there. , r A lot of prisons, have TV. But 
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(prominent right-wing broadcaster) for seven years j that's 

N y ' • • . • • - ' ■- 

news you could get. 
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•MOSS i But you could read papers? 

RAY i Well, if you could buy them.' But at the time usually a oris- 
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blacks and whites 
cultural differences 
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’black power" versus "white power"? 



• Just based on my observation, you know people have" 7 
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i As far as politics are concerned, you wouldn't t care to comment -c#' 
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RAY: I haven't been outside (prison) for a ’long time. But there's 

« • . 

so many different groups in the United States. You have a lot of Indo- 
nesians coming in, and blacks. [He is probably referring to Vietnamese ; -\ 
.and Laotians, and to Cubans and Haitians . 1 These people seem to be 'jvV‘ ' 

organized. If you’re not organized, it seems like you're’ going . to 'wind 

£ 

up on the short -end. • V ’ : -V- /■ ; v ‘ ‘ "v 
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MOSS, What you're indicating is, that in prison you might have to 
°f a group in order to survive. 
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RAY, Yes, I .think ; that * s going to be ultimately necessary, because 
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Ray had no political orientation. This conslusion puts Ray at an 
opposite pole from two other men jailed as assassins, both of them . 
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with avowed extremist convictions, the late .Lee Harvey Oswald, ’ 
cated in the death of President John P. Kennedy in 1963 ' -- J na 
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compete,! of murdering the President's brother. Hebert P. Kenedy. 
However. George McMillan, author of The Making o f a n i m „i.. 

alleges Ray was an anti-black racist, as *' 
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well as being a Mazi sympathiser who was glad to serve in the B.S. Army 
an postwar oecsny. .here he could perhaps help bring Hitler do.nas 

to life. Kay dianiseed McMillan to me as -Mouthpiece for the Cl*.- 

1 a Wr$m& f ° r M W “» P— . 30 per cent 

respondents said thev believe ; n„ r , „ , , 

^ was solely responsible" for 

killing Dr. King, but 80 per cent thn„^ + . 

•• 4 r. * /.■ > ul* ... . v . ou Sht h® acted -in consTiir^rv t.#* +u - 

others * .] 
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My exchange 
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1 RAY « Well 
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information on 
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ray* The 

• of Investigation 
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- - years. The FBI would pick up threats on his life through, intercept- 
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Xing by the late J» Rdgar Hoover, longtime iron-fisted director of the ' 
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FBI*) .. 4 _ .* tJ:T' 

In 1977. Playboy magazine, without the knowledge of the warden, 

- . ■ ‘ 

went into the Brushy Mountain State Prison and had Ray strapped to a 

• - * * *•• V * # • «. • ! i« 

polygraph (lie detector) machine. 

• «_ • 'ml . . * • • 

"Did you kill Martin Luther King Jr.?" a questioner asked. ’• A f T : - 

" * • • 

, ■.* •* •» ’ ■ • r. : * 

No," replied Ray. 
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. other’ hand. Charles 
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entangled wt t.h a RhaHnunr •? 



ct with a - shadowy .V > 
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It was from assisting Raoul, he ways, . 

• : ' /, V . • \ ; J :■ 

-.most of the. money to finance 14- months of travel, from his ' 

. • • i* ■ . i • : ' i • >■ 
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escape from the Missouri prison to Mo ^nno^-t-i,v. a o+ j M ■. ■*. 
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smuggler he- knew only as "Raoul, 
that he got 
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RAI« I don’t know, ^ I can't recall. I know it's five letters. 

- » *' * It , • • - »' ♦- ■ -- •** - » ’ • - * * • - * ■ 

.... .... A 



S' *■ 



. v -*J. 



Some people spell it R-a-u-1. ' \ I think it was R-o-u-a-1 (sic). 

MOoSi The five letters is. more the French style and the Latin 
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R-a-u-1— like Castro’s brother Raul— is four. 
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• Ray believes the contraband he was smuggligg across the Canadian 
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ajid Mexican borders Tor Raoul was dru£8» 
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dealing in drugs, there’s a lot. of convict-informers, they start writing * V. :. 
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letters on you. They say, 
got no letters on me. • 
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Ray's doing this and that." But they haven't 
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tody talk to them might make up stories for these writers? 

Undoubtably ./ I think he (McMillan) got some of his information^! 

- • 1 ••*,.* * * * . . i'. '■'« *i 

from two convict-informers. I sued him for libel in 1976. t ( Ray lost the' 

• - • • - i' . ... • * . * ' - t. .S » • 

case, the trial judge ruling he was libel-’'**''"^ ■’ "V : ' 4 
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they are imprisoned 
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-proof because of his past crim- 
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tains, who caused him to buy the 30.08 rifle! that is presumed to be the J fi $% 

• ’ • ■/.'•• ‘ ‘ ’ ’ • . >■ . . . * 

murder Weapon. It was Raoul, he says, who caused him to buy for : cash a ’. 

. 

$2,000 Ford Mustang,.:. the car that became Ray's escape vehicle after the ’ 
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assassination. And it was presumably on Raoul's behalf that he rented V 

422 i South Main in Memphis. That room— or rather. ‘J a bathroom 



a room at. 422 ^ South Main in Memphis. That room— or rather*- a t 
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BAY : I think I 'was, at a service station 
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the Select Committee (the House of Representatives Select Committee on' ' ‘ 
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Assassins oions* in 1978) I was, -there* They went "to "the service station 1 

. ♦ 4 #* • \ » * h l • • f *♦ n % -* • 

abou u onree blocks from where J.told them I was at# • They got a state— 

;** - ‘ ir rrl- * * .v . . . . 

• . » r -y > . *.t • .* ,«•' .« 

ment from the guy and his son there saying I wasn't in there. These 

. . . 

(same) guys gave the FBI a statement, in 1968 but they (FBI) didn't say 

* 4 * • 

anything about statements from other service stations in the area* . I 
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don* t js.now 11 xnev lust Dinic out nno a onri r* a, + The FBI I*m 



went to the others. 
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know if they just pick out one service station. 
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sure if they went - to . this one service station. . they vi 
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Bu*t this is -the only station, they come up with* ■ T * 

% • . * * ; i M 

Immediately after the assassination*, someone dropped an * • 
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natinsr bundle near thp front of. * 
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giva.. av ballistic test. CBS-TV; filed a suit and tried to get a test 
but the state courts wouldn't permit it. They said it would violate 
my rights! Well* I don’t know how it would violate n 
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it should be in the public interest to have it resolved. .1 di 
chase the rifle but ± don # t know that : +haf. • «* mr\a ^ +Krj+ 



my rights, because 
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prints from your hand to a guj* or something. ’•r But actually my nr in£s T 
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(But was Ray the skilled marksman who brought down the Nobel Peace 
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Prize winner with a solitary bullet? 
show Ray was only an, average shot.) 
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for a couple of days and she said your rent money came from a hank 
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l- ac ^^ > r- c-^eral (Philj_ Canale and the 

„ nor .nd (Attorney) =*** 

punishment that his HOtW . upori in this case, 99 years?- 

attorneys for the defen* to go along with Fore 

■ w -4 
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Black, and 
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strategy. -The judge 
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nx xn*v • gt^reed upon yecur£>. 

S the def,n “ > hW t- ^eed i:o go along with Foreman* s ^ 

. A\xror» * n turn * 

jad the other 1* * « ore aan took over the courtroom. . 

- ■•••; ;-v :: coined ; flUen ? v 

r. =: The judge r BMW. ■ - ~' aed to say they find you guilty 
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may have gone differs * _ "you could be eligible under your S9-.^£; 

„ T v0U r term— aa y° u ^ . ->«r v . • •• 

MOSS i Regarding * vou *r* served about 11, now— •’ 

— • years — y° u . . ••- . -.vl. M-. - • - rj§4Mt 

. „ ^nrole i* ™ * 

year sentence for p »£,- . 
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RAY » Yes. 
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M Q S S_: If you got out, if you had positive action on that,' r it would *Avl 

• • •* ! • *v • , . > *; % v . % 

be about the year 2000, you'd be about. 72 years old. ; yj* ^ -l 

But Ray. is not sitting in his cell waiting for the dawn of a ; hew"<^‘ : ® 

- 

century. 

pardon and 

♦ 

RAXs. I think I spent too much time the first six or seven years 

• ’ J,: ■ ' *; 

(of imprisonment) looking for.* legal technicalities to get .a- new trials* 

Consequently . in 1976 or ; , 77.'. we done ! ^ot a lot of informattmi whn' ; 
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RAY* Yes, So, over the- years I f ve looked at various picture^*- J-H' V ' : "WV; 

V . • \;V - 

y 

must have looked - at several hundred pictures, maybe 300, .400, somewhere v 
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like that. . And I also looked at a lot for the Select Committee, they -i- 

' 

haH Q nt<P nlA+nviAn ‘ (TIUmf V. .. - — - - . ! ■ I . 



had a bunch 

.. r.-- -. V* “. 

than what* 




that- 1 f d 3 een these ‘.two people and I tho 

: ■ - - • fett . 

t _ _ :• »r 4.* 1 v” . . - f * -» :y i v »v, ’ * n ' -- ■ v«c. 

In add! t ion ^ to* them, - there was this 

* 1 t* « .*V “ - • V i- *• . • - 

--sy* ' •#: .vgjK- 1 ?; A- ^ 

• * , . J "*• * . . t ^ • I® « • . 4 » » . 4 4 « , 1 1* ' 4 -Jl , • 1 « l . T 2 t » .W ^ - , • ' 

which was October, 1967. when I'd taken some stuff across the border. 

■- • - 

I determined, based on viewing Dictures of one indivi rfnflt’/i'hVR. n^mo to 



I j . _ * . j • . - . • . ' , . . vir4 ■ - . 3 .. 

determined, based on viewing pictures of one individual-, - 1 his- name is . rc; s;: 
David Graiver, that he was the person I - seen in Mexico. 

■ v . . • • ■ * - • . . ■ • m - . 

MOSS t With Raoul? 
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certain that 



So I started investigs 



little tit. 



■was the person I seen. ilces S :< 

- . ... . .* . r^S«5 

*- - '■*„■*. * ‘ - * * . • . . • 

He had had a "beard that ti&e in 
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wasn* t ou.L'te as Xojig* but that f s $ scdcrx thing* r 
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years. We started investigating 

" “ ~ . _ 

in Argentina financing some type terroria in the ,6o|l 

_ ' ^ • \ „ 

And Bay .asaes one Carlos . Miguel Kerrandez. as one o 

■» . .1 V- •■•••. •*■ - . ~ ' tv, ‘ 

« •- * •V’ ^ W »♦. - »-■ • mm „ *4 • *»- . »»• - 
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ing -hia'in ~ " - 
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Drug 



,h Kecrph ilsv... He identifies Kernardez as a lota* 
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RAY I Yeh, ae and another prisoner made the 
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wrfC • W«3V n-rtitY* nal : V '^raEi 



yes Si .Was it your cellmate? 
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RAY i Yes, that's correct. 

KCSSi And what did you do out in the mountains? 

RAY i Other than just walk (I did nothing). - Walk in the nighttime 

' - ’ ' 

and lay low by day. 

. ypss » You didn't know where you'd he headed? . ' ' 

' HAY» Oh, I. was just in a northerly direction. ; 

mm3b' . ' C • i '* ' v* ^ . «** 

• * *T» ■ * . * • *« i | ► •. • 

MISS i Could you tell which way was north? 

^ ^ • +', * % ■ j , r* f J J • * ?» * . t # ^ ^ -• 

RAY 1 Not necessarily. I'd usually pick out a spot, you know, "and 

„ i* vy • !* -i \ S • • 

walk to that area; then pick out another spot and keep walking till I 

. : - 4 # 1 * • . 4 , 

got there. -In the mountains it's a little difficult! sometimes you 
walk into a sinkhole, you got to make a detour. It's- very easy to lose 
your bearings. 

In trying to escape, Ray risked being shot. Why did he take such a 

' \ i. >*3, t J.'vi-i-t i- *-v -/ * : . 1 • 

chance? 'Ray. confirmed to me ; that he thought the attempt might bring him 

• ■» • »* 
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get a nearing, •• • r -IK ?:#-* -/?■. 

And '"what • if j instead of that, he-remained successfully at large? • 

- . 

"Well." Ray smiled, "either one, it wouldn't make -too much difference." 

As a practised' fugitive," Ray might finally have realized his previous v 



ised' fugitive, ' Ray might finally have realized his previous . 
hope of reaching a distant country that could provide him with : 

sanctuary# v;Thentfii‘*fi$£ question whether any country m the world — -* : : 

• • --••••• * . . ... 

i — - America — >-oul<i withstand U.S, pressure 






r* • • 

.• -b.t 



J . 



K 

> > v-' 



■ 

• is 1 ’i • ♦, 






•‘ri.'’* ' 






* .* ** . ^ ^ Jf- 1 » •> f f 

But none of ‘this 'was to>be. 'After more than 54 hours, in what y. yf/'; 
has been' called-’ the :;biggest manhimt in Tennessee history, . a weary ‘s . . 5 ;^^ 

^ were also apprehended, y- 

r * » - , • . . t. r : * • , > * * V . 1 u ;' 

n solitary ; confinement 

; 

and returned to the. general prison population oecause of his . "good behavaar." 
"I wish ^ V.;™ - Sa — 

• ♦ • * t • *- A 1 a*-la 

• • v* - t * ttz? 

only problem 

• -v- Ray 

. 

: • moss 

■ RAY « 

treatment and all that, i; I’m, concenned about broader issues « rights to 

a iury trial plus physical rights, (by which apparently he means being 

allowed out of solitary confinement and into the general prison ' 

population). " “ ’ • ' 
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MOSS > On the subject of prisons, do you think-, it'd be a good idea- 

- * 6 .. / - ' ‘ " ‘ 

* # 4 1 

for inmates to serve on Correction 3oards, so that some of the prison 

population could have a voice* 
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along with these officials? *• 

* • * .* rt •' ’ ' * • *Sr. 

*' - *. V. '- c. . * • • . £ 3 ; 

AY : On that question, it depends on the type of inmate* Usually • 

* * • . K * %:• *■ 'v.ii. ... ■; - - *. v 



these type are ■ "prof essionals. ’* 
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MOSS a You mean a guy they'd 



the system? : 
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RAY : Yesh, . I think that's so. 
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MOSS 1 So. it wouldn't necessarily 






• y v 

-*,» , 



t -7 



RAY a I don't think any, inmate 
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good anyway. Because 
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MOSSi I've -heard 



1 the prisoners run the prison* is this wrong? ' • 

1 . • • . ’. ->j rr « • . .* .'*• «v. P. ~'i pi. t 

: . . • ■ - • •• • • , - -V N C ; • .-r - 

YY: Well, they. run it to a certain extent. As far as these things '• 

It) . ' J a 1 ► * ’ ■ > * • *. * ' 4 • I , ».* * # •« ,"411.'!, 

4 * •• • * .• . • r .* . • *■ >\ * , 4sr-<. * r'-P-J- 
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that. Even. with the Classification Board 



a I've been recommended for < 
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II notice 

*v~r. .T-- 
. • • ; .. v 

is talking 
to build 

Tj v » « , I m 4 1 • . 1 * •/*> r- M . 

RAY: I read an article here about tv/o or three months'- ago where it , V v.;i' 
said whenever they build new prisons, they automatically fill them up. y v.lv- 









+. 









30 - RAY 




So I "think you could probably build a "thousand more prisons and in a 



yf- 



very short time they'd be all filled up. 



Because you've got to keep 

, :&•’&$, .*■ s - .. . * . •• .. 'V 

*. • 1 . ^ • • ft • 9 •• 

filling them up.- What's the point in having a prison if you don't- have 
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nobody in it? y You've got people in here (Tennessee State Penitentiary) 

• j j» • , jin t' ^ ,* • *■ 4 > , 

* 

for years. 
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If they turn them loose, they'd probably never be back in. • 

They've been in here. 15 or 20 years. 

*' .*- v r .-*. ••• '**.•»* 

' m ♦ * *• • .V* * * » •! ♦ .• , . ' ft* \ Vft ! 4 * . • # 

. • 4 ‘I* A 5 ;. ■? *, . . vv- 

MOSS i . Why wouldn't they be-back in? 

t*- r . ■* . »> - ’ • " *► "It * *. .t ‘r- 
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off the west coast of 1 Mexico;! It's (the water) shark-infested. 

. . « . 

- -v.1 ?. . • ££ <L\. 4 ■■ .. * ./v •" V- V.. - " r 

'.•• •- • • 75 - - ■_ 
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out there*- even move their families out -there* • ‘ * ? : V;:^ . 

. • . - * . . - - ^ ; • • . - • - 
• • - . # ■ - 1 ■ ■ - . ■-*, • -r- - t ^ 
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noticed walking down the cellblock to Ray's cell). I just have legal ’ v.* ^* 

. ■■ • . — r-i • * , 

papers and a typewriter and that's about.it. v;v 
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MOSS » Do you'have a radio? 

4 ’* l. i .. # - *” *— ,* • * 

• *-• * * *• I • 

• 1 , v • • 

RAY « I .have: a radio-cassette (player) 

. • , ; * • • • * 

4 - - # ^ , . •*. 4 i \ . 

■ ** • 

MOSS » Do you.' play music? . 

’ RAYi No, 

You can hear enough music up and down 
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I use the cassette for — I have to record something (orally)., f v / 



■<• * . - «*. >^S.- 

»*■»*•• _yh-r~. 
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the row without turning your- radio on*.i 

><rc** • »v . .5:4. 

>.j What do the guys play i rock or country or blues or what? r'r'SSk*? 

• - . - . ■ ' . • • - • • - •. - •« - 

1 * ' ■ v • . , A * • **JO 

i fWi irrtn Ml "H a Vinoy*i wn- nrto ov horH y*nrV » -+ho r\ov+ m -\tr 1 1 Vi ck . ‘- l r" ** X 



hard rockf. the next guy will be 

J I 1’ ^ ^ A X-L\- . . _ X 1 . * /! » \VR 



RAY I Oh, you 'll be hearing one play 
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when he £s not working . on his legal case, he may be painting.; . His artist 

\ • ' *';•;• .s - ■' : . ; V 

fo ha S sent in. art materials.. She says Ray's painting style i? primi- • , J ,; ; 

•** “ ^ ■ - american primi-- 
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ville (in Tennessee) auid she drew pictures 
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;ures of the trial (a hearing 
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ia escape from Brushy. Mountain) - 

^ >V • ' I . ' 

SSi And so? 



MOSS i And so? 

• * <»l_ »• 

. . i| . * 

f ^ * • **f • * . ’ 

RAY i Well, I just got to meet her. 
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She came out there (to the prison) 



and saw me several times. One thing' led to another, and we fell in love. 
. MOSS 
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MY. Yes. I thought we’d get something done before this time, legally 

American prisoners, and 

i ■ •!*. -.• -*-S ' - !' • -J'v 

V *v: ' «’ •*&*» AV 

'.‘l.tfj,/.'! '. { | M . , j *;• 'i, • 

MOSS, Your. wife's a religious person. Are you? Have you ever been? 

RA7, T 1 T «ir x„n. , 




V RAY, 

!•* . i y -‘- t » • ’ . , 

the hospital 

: . *. , *.*, .* - * 

(prison services iV •^-denominational). Ky mbther, she was a Catholic, 
and cy father, he was a Protestant. (Hay's mother id ddadi his father is 

4 >> .•** »*• • „• v~ -i * 4 * • ** "?**■?': ■ re ,•;*,• • * • . • *. 

• ■■ J ~ ■ v^' t-W ■ * *. • * ’ • .v-y» . 






-year-old. ) 
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MOSS i What do you think of the way people live their lives on the 
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outside? 

' RAY j 
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Do you think there's too much stress on mercenary things? 

, , , ^ **' ■ _ * • !♦, ' ' * • 4 - i V-* 1 ’ . % 

r ^ • . - • „ * --V , * ^ % Vx. * *. . ^ 

I really don’t know too much how people live their lives on 

• . ' * * , • . .M , t . *1 , 4 • t. m )'•» < 

* : . • ■ - 

^ “ One of my- problems I think is the prevailing ethic-- this 
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the outside. 

need to attain self- justification, 
the middle-class worker. That's more 

Their ethics prevail. They've got this need to pretend that everything's * 
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OK,..., Like the King case, they've got to pretend it's just exactlylike- 
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,, . . , _ , > . v'iL^vtfS 



i. the government's version- of 

• .. . . , •• • - • • 

. ' just harassment .(of the 

Ar 



^ ^ £ MOSS. So it's the 
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pv' - ;' whole -population to believe? : ; ' %; 
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.. • RAY i- It. has to be nust like 1 

■ ■ ■ v k, . 

need to be respectable. I can'1 
• It\s this need to -pretend. 
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. MOSS i IVhat do you think of the kids today? . D 

. . • '• * . -■ . . j* 

'Y- '* . • v ' . Vi* • «**-•'- * J * ■ • 

getting any kind of guidance to be ethical people? 




. the, same week, Arina Sandhu Ray and my wife and , I -went in to see Ray 

a social visit, (The :"Sandhu" in Mrs. : Ray's- name comes from her former ' Vi^fCv. • 

, * • . •• • 

• . • ' ’ ’ , i * f * ’ • • ’. * * • . • ’ . * » 1. _ 

.' • # ♦ • ^ * * ' • • * '» ‘ ' I ® i • * . . 4 . . * f .'I i«i * *• .* n^. to y i 1 

husband, an Indian.) 
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We met in : a larger visitors' : room than Ray and. I had used. 

♦ * •».- it* ?*&•♦»«'» ” v - •• • •"• . * • . : jm* • . 



In Tact, 
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the four of us were in the very room where James and Anna had ’seen attacked 

. • . *' ♦ < * ^ * * ♦* « 
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just weeks before. 'This time the door was locked securely. 

. _ ,1 , * * <v * 1 1 j**«i ♦ ' «... }' i* * i ■ • 

Ilhad spoken to an unshaven Ray.. Now he had a fresh shave. He wore 

i# ..‘ <l . . ' ' .. 4 * , * •: ‘ * • Vi . . 

clean, faded-blue trousers and shirt, it was a short-sleeve sriirt, and 
healed slash wouhds from the stabbing ‘incident at Brushy Mountain were 



' .visible on his husky ‘forearm.,; 
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v ’ Mrs. Ray and Ray did 
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James was not cross with Anna. He reassured her of his safety.’ As to 
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